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fore there is great merit for you, in that you have protected a suppliant.
And it is said:
5.	All the ritual offerings, with complete princely fees (to the
officiating priests), are not more than equal to the saving of the
life of one living creature in fear of danger."
Thus the bear comforted the king's son. But the tiger came up under
the tree. Then the sun set. At night when the king's son, being very
weary, was going to sleep, the bear said: " King's son, sleep is coming
upon you; you will fall out of the tree. So come up higher; sleep in my
bosom." Thus addrest he went to sleep in the bear's bosom. Then
the tiger said: " Bear, this village-dweller has again come to slay even
us in the hunt. Seeing that he is an enemy, why do you harbor him
in your bosom ? For he is a man. And it is said:
6.	What is for the interest of beasts is not for the interest of men;
I speak not for the interest of tigers, apes, and serpents.
Tho he has been treated well by you, he will do you nothing but ill.
Therefore throw him down; I will eat him and go away content, and
do you also go to your own abode." Then the bear said: " Let him
be whatsoever he will, but he has come to me for protection; I will
not throw him down. To slay a suppliant is a great sin. And thus it
is said:
7.	Those who betray a trust and those who slay suppliants dwell
in a terrible hell until the dissolution of the universe."
After this the king's son awoke. The bear said: " "King's son, I will
sleep a minute, do you keep guard carefully." " So be it," said he.
Then the bear went to sleep beside the king's son. The tiger said:
" King's son, do not trust this bear, for he is armed with claws. And
thus it is said:
8.	No trust may be put in rivers, in animals with claws or horns,
in men carrying swords, in women, or in princes.
Moreover, you see he is inconstant of mind; therefore even his kind-
ness is a thing to be feared.
9.	One moment gracious, the next angry, and ungracious, mo-
ment by moment;  even the kindness of those whose minds are
capricious is a dangerous thing.
He is saving you from me because he wants to eat you himself. So do
you rather throw dowa the bear; I will eat Hm and go away, and you
too go to your own city." Hearing this the prince threw him down.
But the bear as he fell from the tree caught on another, intervening
branch. The king's son when he saw him was again gteatly afraid.

